iio DOES GOOD INVOLVE CONSCIOUSNESS f

present detain us, because what I am trying to get
at, for the moment, is something rather different.
I will put it like this : Good, if it is to be conceived
as an object of human action, must be conceived,
must it not, as an object of consciousness? For
otherwise do you think we should trouble to pursue
it?"

" I don't know," he said, " whether we should; but
perhaps we ought to."

" But," I urged, " do you really think we ought?
Do you think, to take an example, that it could be
a possible or a right aim for an artist, say, to be
perpetually producing, in a state of complete un-
consciousness, works which on completion should
be immediately hermetically sealed and buried for
all eternity at the bottom of the sea? Do you
think that he could or ought to consider such
production as a Good ? And so with all the works
of man. Do we, and really ought we to, do anything
except with some reference to consciousness ? "

" I don't know whether we do," he replied, " but
I think it quite possible that we ought."

" Well," I said, " we shall not, I suppose, just now,
come to a closer agreement But is there anyone
else who shares your view? for, if not, I will, with
your permission, go on to the next point"

None .spoke, and Dennis made no further oppo-
sition. So, after a pause, I proceeded as follows:
" I shall assume, then, that Good, in the sense in
which I am conceiving it, as an end of human
action, involves some kind of conscious activity.
And the next question would seem to be, activity
of whom?"